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December 4, 2010 Prevent Peach Leaf Curl Now 
Originally published in 
the Contra Costa Times by UC Master Gardeners 

 Preventive action is needed for peach leaf curl. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Peach leaf curl is quite 

difficult to cure, but 

preventing it is relatively 

easy.  A single fungicide 

application in the fall is 

generally effective.  

Fixed copper sprays are 

the safest and most 

effective. 

 
 

Q:  Last spring, when my peach tree 

leafed out, the leaves were all funny 

shaped. Can you tell me what the problem 

is and how to prevent it from happening 

again?   

A:  Based upon the symptoms described, 

your peach tree most likely has “peach 

leaf curl”. Peach leaf curl is a very 

common disease of peaches and 

nectarines, especially following a wet 

winter or spring. However, once you 

have seen it on your tree during the 

spring leafing out, there is very little you 

can do except to take some minimal 

measures, and next dormant season 

(now) take the appropriate control 

measures. 

Symptoms Appear in Spring: 

Peach leaf curl first appears in spring as 

reddish areas on developing leaves. 

These areas become thickened and 

puckered, causing leaves to curl and 

severely distort. Later, affected leaves 

turn yellow or brown and can remain on 

the tree or may fall off. They are usually  

replaced by a second set of leaves that 

develop normally unless wet weather 

continues. The loss of leaves and 

producing new leaves results in 

decreased growth and fruit production 

and may expose branches to sunburn. 

Peach Leaf Curl Prevention: 

Preventing peach leaf curl is relatively 

easy. You must spray peach and 

nectarine trees with a fungicide during 

the dormant season every year after 

leaves have fallen. A single early 

treatment when the tree is dormant is 

generally effective. However, with a 

particularly wet winter or spring, it may 

be advisable to apply a second spray late 

in the dormant season, preferably as 

flower buds begin to swell, but before 

green leaf tips are first visible. 

Types of Preventives: 

The most commonly used, safest, and 

effective fungicides available to home 

owners are “fixed copper products”, but 

there are other products available as 

described in the University of California 
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“If leaf curl symptoms 

occurred on your trees 

last spring, be sure to 

treat now to prevent 

more serious losses 

the following year.” 

publication on controlling peach leaf 

curl. This free publication is available on 

the web at: 

http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn

7426.html  

Thorough coverage by the spray is the 

key. In any case, if leaf curl symptoms 

occurred on your trees last spring, be 

sure to treat now to prevent more 

serious losses the following year. 

For More Information: 

You can find more information on 

growing peaches on UC’s Home Orchard 

web site at: 

http://homeorchard.ucanr.edu/Fruits_&_Nu

ts/Peach/  

 

Foliage damaged by peach leaf curl.  
Photo: Jack Clark Kelly, UC Statewide IPM Project.  ©UC Regents. 

Top of a tree afflicted with peach leaf curl. 
Photo: Jack Clark Kelly, UC Statewide IPM Project.  ©UC Regents. 
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