Rob Bennaton
rbennaton@ucanr.edu, 510-670-5621 (office), 510-453-3958 (cell)


FULL TIME WORK EXPERIENCE:

09/2013-Present
Alameda/Contra Costa Counties Director & Bay Area Urban Agriculture Advisor, University of California

Manage ~$3.8M budget, ~30 staff/1,800 volunteers. Oversee/Manage all Cooperative Extension Educational and Research programs and associated budgets in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.  Manage full time staff engaged in Farm and IPM Advising, 4-H and Master Gardener and Nutritional Education/Family Sciences Program Coordination and develop collaborative relationships between University Applied Researchers, community partners and government agencies working in the public interest.  Deliver technical assistance and practical guidance to urban and/or community agricultural growing initiatives in the San Francisco Bay Area Counties.  Work with local non-profits, University of California researchers and other stakeholder groups in facilitating urban agricultural research components of program operations, monitoring progress of program participants, evaluating performance and recommending revisions to implementation/practices, serving as liaison with and between government agencies seeking to facilitate and support local urban commercial and educational agricultural production, including value added agriculture products.  Partner with existing programs within ANR/Cooperative Extension to foster inter-disciplinary understanding and promote healthy communities, healthy environments and a healthy California.
10/2000–08/2013 
Community Coordinator, Garden & Greening Program, New York City Housing Authority, New York, NY 


Manage $215,000+ budget, plan all programming, garden material resources and technical assistance provision to almost 3,000 public housing resident gardeners of all ages.  Coordinate garden/environmental education workshops and field trips.  Partner with property management, Community/Sr. center staff, tenant associations & other groups to coordinate outreach/registration of 743 gardens in Program & Annual Citywide Garden Competition.  Monitor progress of program participants, evaluate program performance and recommend revisions.  Recruit, direct/train part-time consultants/summer staff.  Leveraged more than $4.5 Million of in-kind resources/services over 12+ years.   
June-Oct., 2000   Forester, Natural Resources Group, City of New York, Department of Parks & Recreation, NY, NY

Worked with a team of foresters in frontline ecological restoration of the Bronx River & deciduous forests of Shoelace, Bronx, Alley Pond and Inwood Hill Parks.  Crew work included manually/chemically eradicating invasive plant species, planting, transplanting and low-pruning of native trees/shrubs, maintaining parks trails, installing stream bank stabilization and cribbing/jute matting to control erosion and volunteer supervision and management.  

Added skill-sets: Northeastern U.S. native/invasive plant identification, tool use/safety, erosion & sediment control.
ADDITIONAL LONG TERM PART-TIME WORK EXPERIENCES:
April-Aug., 2013
Dig, Plant, Grow Coordinator Family Garden, Children’s Education Dept, NY Botanical Gardens, Bronx, NY
April-Nov.,
Senior Explainer, Family Garden, Children’s Education Dept, New York Botanical Gardens, Bronx, NY 
1998-2012
Use gardening/teaching skills/strong communication/organizational capacities to interpret/guide visitors through organic

(Weekends) 
farming/garden related activities.  Responsible for supervising explainers/volunteers, managing supplies, horticultural maintenance, program development & overseeing Family Garden Programs to ensure positive visitor contact. 
July-November, 
Assistant Sunday Farmer’s Market Manager, Bissel Gardens, Inc., Bronx, NY
2007 & 2008
Provided Maintenance/Operations support for a one day/week Farmer’s Market on wholesale consignment with a regional (Sundays) farmer.  Duties included co-managing three staff members, transporting/marketing/selling vegetable produce, herbs, flowers, houseplants and locally grown value added crops from Bronx community gardens, set-up/take down of market stand, signage, sales price setting.  Also, offered recipes and technical advice for growing and cooking produce sold.
4/2001-11/2006
Environmental Projects Manager, Neighborhood Initiatives Development Corporation, Bronx, NY (Saturdays)
10/1997-5/2000
Volunteer Crews Supvsr. Friends of Van Cortlandt/Bronx River Restoration, Bronx, NY (Part-time, Saturdays)
6-8/1998, 1997
Conservation Corps. Crew Supervisor, Bronx River Restoration, Bronx, NY (Similar/Same Work: All 3 Jobs.)



Taught adolescent & adult staff & volunteers many aspects of the ecological restoration of the Bronx River & deciduous forests of Shoelace/Bronx Parks.  Supervised all crew work: eradicating invasive plant species, planting, transplanting and pruning of native trees/shrubs, maintaining park trails and installing cribbing/jute matting to control erosion.  Trained summer youth in native/invasive plant identification, tool use/safety, first aid and basic employment skills.  Led team  Bronx River blockage clean ups on Saturdays in Spring & Fall and fundraised via grants-writing for program funding.
INTERNSHIPS:
5/1999-5/2000
Agriculture Technical Intern, Bissel Gardens Inc., Bronx, NY (2.5 Acre Community Garden)

Led AmeriCorps Youth Crew in organic vegetable production for donation to the homeless & AIDS Patients, organized, funded/supervised volunteers in restoring portion of the Bronx River, assisted with outreach & grant proposal writing. 
9/1998-5/1999
Environmental Intern, Natural Resources Group of the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation,  New York, NY, 


Assisted natural resources forestry crew in site clearing including exotic species removal, native plant & erosion control installations, forest inventory, GPS mapping, data recording, nursery work and natural resources damage assessments.
EDUCATION:
2018
NY Botanical Gardens Horticulture Therapy Certificate Candidate: (189 Classroom Hours, 9 Credits)

2012
NY Botanical Gardens Commercial Horticulture Certificate: Plant Production (107 Classroom Hours)

2011
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation: Introductory Training in Erosion & Sediment Control (5 Hours)

2007
Pratt Institute, Master of Science Degree: City & Regional Planning, Focus: Environmental Planning (66 Credits)

2003
NY Botanical Gardens Commercial Horticulture Certificate: Landscape Management (170 Classroom Hours)
2000
Fordham University, Bachelor of Science Degree:  Major: Biological Sciences, Minor: Economics (147 Credits)
ADDITONAL CERTIFICATIONS:


2018
University of California – County Directors Institute, Lessons Learned and Paths Forward

2018
University of California – Online Cyber Security Awareness Training on Information Systems / Data Security

2018
University of California – Online Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Prevention Training 

2017
University of California – Berkeley, 3 Day Urban Agro-Ecology Short Course Completion

2016
University of Miami/CITI– Responsible Conduct of Research for Administrators 
2016
University of California – Management Skills Assessment Program Completion
2015
University of California – Davis, 2-Day Backyard Poultry Training on Small-Scale Poultry Management

2015
University of California, Translating Research into Policy – Lessons Learned and Ways Forward Training

2015
EarthFort, Soil Stewardship Program – 6 Lesson Soil Microbiology Training

2015
University of California – Berkeley, 4 Hour Federal Grant Writing Training

2015
Local Orbit, 3-Day Food Hub Camp/Training on Developing Food Aggregation/Distribution Centers

2014
University of California, Writing Winning Grant Proposals Workshop

2014
eExtension Community of Practice Food Security Conference, Dismantling Racism Workshop

2014
University of California – Santa Cruz,  Center for Collaborative Research for an Equitable California, Collaborative Research Training Institute for Graduate Students and Early Career Scholars

2014
Bay-Friendly Landscaping & Garden Coalition, Landscape Design Training & Qualification

2014
University of California, 3-Day Leadership Development Training, Principles of Management and Supervision

2013
University of California, 1-Day Logic Model Training; Online Sexual Harassment Training

2012
Pfeiffer Center, One-Year, Part-Time Practical Training in Biodynamics, Certificate Candidate

2012
Ecology Action, Initial Teacher Training for Basic Techniques of Grow Bio-Intensive Sustainable Agriculture 
2006
NY State Dept. of Environmental Conservation, Project WILD, W.E.T. (’05) & Learning Tree Certification (’02)

2002
Project for Public Spaces, How to Create Successful Markets – 3 Day Training Course
2001
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, Master Composter Certification + Thirty Hours in Compost Education Training

1996 
Trees New York, Citizen Pruner Certification; Re-Certification Candidate, 2018
LANGUAGES: 
English/Fluent Knowledge of Spanish
AWARDS:


2013 
Mid-Atlantic Horticultural Therapy Network Scholarship Award for Study in Horticultural Therapy at NYBG
2013
Lynden B. Miller Citywide Daffodil Award in Recognition of Service in Community Partnership and Collaboration
2006
NYS DEC Environmental Excellence Award for the establishment of partnerships leading to the construction of  rain water harvesting systems at a New York City Housing Authority public housing development
2003-2006
Mayor’s Graduate Scholarship Program: Recipient of 3 Scholarship Awards for NYC Government Employees in 

Excellent Standing for Urban Environmental Planning & Community Economic Development Graduate Studies

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS/ASSOCIATIONS:
As UC ANR Bay Area Urban Agriculture Advisor:

2018-Present
San Mateo Food System Alliance, San Mateo, CA


Non-Voting Liaison Member providing technical assistance on urban agriculture/food systems-related policies.

2017-Present
Santa Clara Food Systems Alliance, San Jose, CA


Non-Voting Agency Member providing technical assistance on urban agriculture/food systems-related policies.

2016-Present
San Francisco Urban Agriculture Alliance, San Francisco, CA


Non-Voting Liaison Member providing technical assistance on urban agriculture/food systems-related policies.

2015-Present
Growing Equity from the Ground Up, Oakland, CA

Member of Collaborative multi-agency/stakeholder partnership supporting local food systems improvements.

2014-Present
Eden Area Food Alliance/Formerly Ashland/Cherryland Food Policy Council, Unincorporated Alameda, CA

Member providing technical assistance on urban agriculture/food systems-related policies in my home community.

2013-Present
Oakland Food Policy Council, Oakland, CA

Non-Voting Liaison Member providing technical assistance on urban agriculture/food systems-related policies.

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:

1997-2013
Community Organizing

Organized community outreach activities: ‘Take It To the Streets’ Service Week, OxFam Hunger Banquets, internation emergency relief fundraising efforts, the “Just Us” Food Runs Program & poverty/hunger awareness events. Co-lead Belmont Little Farmers Community Garden: event organizing, technical assistance and leveraging resources, 2008-2013.

1996-2000
Fordham University Global Outreach & Other International Community Service Projects 


Volunteered in domestic & international community service projects in West Virginia, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, and Mexico including team/individual fundraising, leading spirituality/cultural workshops & served as team translator. 
SELECTED RESEARCH & REPORTS
2020
Diekmann, L., Gray, L., Hutcheson, J., Meehan, M., Osland, T., Barney, E., Bennaton, R., Chen, W., Deviney, J., Ettman, K., Gazula, A., Hamilton, D., Leonard, G., Ortiz, D., Schweiger, J. & Thompson, A. (2020). Small Farms, Big Potential: Growing a Resilient Local Food System. San Jose, CA: Santa Clara County Food System Alliance.

2019
Bennaton, Rob; Pation, May; Ruddock, Peter; Ruiz, Brenda; Wong, Melanie (Eds.) (2019) . California Food Policy Report 2019. Alameda County, CA. California Food Policy Council.  https://cafpc933269949.wordpress.com/reports/

2019
Bennaton, Rob (2019). New Berkeley Urban Ag Ordinance Cultivates Growing Food Together. Berkeley, CA.  California Food Policy Report 2019. California Food Policy Council.  https://cafpc933269949.wordpress.com/reports/

2019
Bennaton, Rob;  Enright, Mimi; Grady, Suzi; O'Brien, Claire; Raditz, Vanessa; Van Soelen Kim, Julia (2019). Best Practices for Produce Safety After a Fire. Sonoma, CA. UC Agriculutre and Natural Resources. https://ucanr.edu/sites/SoCo/files/315093.pdf

2019
Raditz, Vanessa ; Van Soelen Kim, Julia ;  Enright, Mimi ; Wingenroth, Jordan ; Bennaton, Rob ; Grady, Suzi. (July 2019). Final Report Cumulative Risk Assessment of local produce exposed to urban wildfire smoke: Produce Safety after Urban Wildfire. Sonoma, CA: UC Agriculture and Natural Resources. https://ucanr.edu/sites/SoCo/files/308873.pdf

2018 
Sowerwine, J., Oatfield, C., Bennaton, R., et al. 2018. California Urban Agriculture Food Safety Guide:
Laws and Standard Operating Procedures for Farming Safely in the City. In Peer Review.
2017 
Bennaton, R., Rude, D. "Why Is Urban Agriculture An Imperative For California? A Background Paper." 
California Guild.
2017 
Clare Gupta, Mary Bianchi, Max Moritz, Lorrene Ritchie, Mary Blackburn, Rob Bennaton, Luke Macauley, Kit 
Alviz, and Katherine Webb-Martinez. Documenting and Supporting Policy Efforts and Impacts: Enhancing 
Use of the Performance Review Process in UC ANR. Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
University of California.
2017 
Schweiger, J., Mineo, E., Bennaton, R. Gardening After a Flood: Best Gardening Practices After Flooding. 
2017 
Bennaton, R., Pearson, G. Sustainable City Online Urban Farming Course, Dubai, United Arab Emirates:
8 Online Modules Non-Peer Reviewed Online Urban Farming Course (Pilot Stage)
2017 
Bennaton, R., Lyons, A., Mineo, E., Schweiger, J., Yagi, R. July, 2017. Online UC GIS Map of East/South San 
Francisco Bay Urban Farms & Community Gardens. UCCE Alameda, Santa Clara and UC ANR IGIS Team.
2017 
“Involving Extension in Urban Food Systems: An Example from California.” Journal of Human Sciences and 
Extension. 5(2): 70-90. June, 2017 by Diekmann, L., Bennaton, R., Schweiger, J., Smith, C.
2017 
Driscoll, L., Arnold, J., Bennaton, R. Urban Farms: Bringing Innovations in Agriculture & Food Security to the 
City. Berkeley Food Institute Policy Brief. August, 2017. Contributing Authors. Non-Peer Revw’d Tech. Paper.
2016 
Fox, J. M., Havas, K., Bennaton, R., Hogan, M., Jacobsen, J., Meadows, L. J., Robson, E., Miller Jr., J. F. 
(2016) Urban County Extension Director Competency Framework.
2016 
“Extension’s Role in Urban Agriculture” by Lucy Diekmann, Julie Dawson, Jacqueline Kowalski, Brian Raison, 
Marcia Ostrom, Rob Bennaton & Connie Fisk. May, 2016. Non-Peer Reviewed Report Developed from 
Results of a Nationwide Conference: eXtension Community, Local & Regional Food Systems (CLRFS) Community of Practice
2015 
“Cultivating Resistance, an Urban Ag ToolKit to Support Oakland’s Independent Food System!”.  
Oakland Policy Council. 2015. Web.
2015 
Bennaton, Rob. “The Value of Urban Agriculture”. 2014 Contra Costa Ag Report, pgs 16-17. May, 2015. Web- 
Based Article for Contra Costa County Dept. of Agric./Weights & Measures/County Board of Supervisors.
2015 
Bennaton, Rob. “Composting and Water Conservation” Tipsheet, UCANR Master Gardener Help Desk.
February 17, 2015. Web-Based Urban Agriculture Blog.
2014 
Farfan-Ramirez, Lucrecia. Bennaton, Rob. “From the Garden to the Classroom: Building Connections to the 
Garden for Healthy Living, A Garden-based Education for Early Childhood Children”. University of California 
Cooperative Extension, Alameda County. 2014.
2009 
Interviewed in Restorative Commons: Creating Health and Well-Being Through Urban Landscapes, The 
Re-Greening Of Public Housing Pages 233-247. Editors: Campbell, Lindsay; Wiesen, Anne. 2009. Gen. Tech. 
Rep. NRS-P-39. Newtown Square, PA: U.S.D.A., Forest Service, Northern Research Station. 278 p.
2007 
Citywide Programs, Department of Community Operations, NYC Housing Authority, NY, NY And Pratt Institute 
Master’s Thesis/Demonstration of Professional Competence: Expanding the Mission of Green Programming 
in NYC Public Housing: A Plan for Gre-Envisioning the NYCHA Garden & Greening Program to Promote Community Interaction & Improve Environmental Quality.
1999 
Natural Resources Group, NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation and Fordham University, Bronx, NY
Undergraduate Research Project: A Study of Construction/Demolition Fill Soils & their Correlations with the 
Vegetative Growth Patterns of Artemisia vulgaris (Mugwort), A Weed in Givans Creek Woods, NYC Parks. 
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